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SUBJECT: MALTESE ATTENDANCE AT COLOMBO NON-ALIGNED MEETING 

REF: STATE I7I4I2 

1 . GOM EOREIGN SECRETARY ABELA INEORMS US THAT NO DECISION 
HAS YET BEEN TAKEN ON MALTESE REPRESENTATION AT THE COLOMBO 
NON-ALIGNED MEETINGS. HE DOUBTS THAT PRIME MINISTER 
MINTOEE WILL WANT TO ATTEND, BECAUSE THE MID-AUGUST DATES 
MIGHT BE UNCOMFORTABLY CLOSE TO THE GENERAL ELECTION TO 

BE HELD HERE POSSIBLY IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER. FOR THE 
SAME REASON, ABELA BELIEVED THAT OTHER CABINET MINISTERS 
WOULD "RESIST " GOING TO COLOMBO AT THAT TIME. AT ANY 
RATE, MINTOEE IS LIKELY TO DELAY DECIDING ON THE MALTESE 
DELEGATION UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE. 

2. COMMENT: IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, ABELA ADMITTED 
THAT IT REMAINS POSSIBLE THAT MINTOEE MAY DECIDE TO GO 
TO COLOMBO HIMSELE, IN THE HOPE OE GAINING SOME 
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION AND PUBLICITY THERE WHICH HE 
COULD USE TO HIS ELECTORAL ADVANTAGE. SMITH 
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